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Abstract: In the occasion of the centenary of the birth of Roland Barthes (1915-1980), Ocula’s
editorial board has decided to dedicate a special issue to the scholar who is recognized as the
founder of a semiotic approach to popular and mass culture. We pay this homage by publishing five
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essays written by Marcel Danesi, Isabella Pezzini, Gianfranco Marrone, Emanuele Fadda and
Stefano Traini, to whom we have asked an intellectual testimony on Barthes as a semiotician.
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